
© 2020 Migration Policy Institute

Is the Door 
Closing? Latin 
American and 
Caribbean 
Responses to 
Venezuelan 
Migration

February 11, 2020

Muse Mohammed/IOM



© 2020 Migration Policy Institute

Is the Door Closing? Latin American and 
Caribbean Responses to Venezuelan Migration

• Audio from today’s webinar will be available at www.migrationpolicy.org/events

• If you have a problem accessing the webinar,  contact us at 
events@migrationpolicy.org or +1-202-266-1929.

• There is no voice Q&A.  To ask a question of the panelists:

• Use Q&A chat function on the right of the screen throughout webinar. 

• Write events@migrationpolicy.org.

• Tweet @MigrationPolicy or #MPIdiscuss

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/events
mailto:events@migrationpolicy.org
mailto:events@migrationpolicy.org


Related Work

An Uneven Welcome: Latin 
American and Caribbean 
Responses to Venezuelan 
and Nicaraguan Migration

By Andrew Selee and Jessica 
Bolter

http://bit.ly/2venmig
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Andrew Selee

Andrew Selee is President of the Migration Policy Institute. He came to 
MPI from the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, where he 
served as Executive Vice President from January 2014 through April 2017.  

The founding Director of the Wilson Center’s Mexico Institute, Dr. Selee is a 
respected scholar and analyst of Mexico and U.S.-Mexico relations. His latest 
book, Vanishing Frontiers: The Forces Driving Mexico and the United States 
Together, was published by Public Affairs in June 2018. He is also the author of 
a major book on think tank strategy, What Should Think Tanks Do? A Strategic 
Guide to Policy Impact (Stanford, 2013).

Prior to joining the Wilson Center as an associate in the Latin American 
Program in 2000, he was a professional staffer in the U.S. House of 
Representatives and worked with the YMCA of Baja California in Tijuana, 
Mexico. He later served on the National Board of the YMCA of the USA and 
chaired its International Committee. Dr. Selee holds a Ph.D. in policy studies 
from the University of Maryland, an M.A. in Latin American studies from the 
University of California, San Diego, and a B.A. in Latin American studies (Phi 
Beta Kappa) from Washington University in St. Louis.



Jessica Bolter

Jessica Bolter is an Associate Policy Analyst with the U.S. 
Immigration Policy Program at MPI. Her research focuses on 
migration patterns at the U.S.-Mexico border, immigration 
enforcement, and asylum and refugee issues. 

She also works across programs on Latin American migration 
policy, particularly on regional responses to Venezuelan 
migration.

She has interned with MPI, the Capital Area Immigrants’ 
Rights Coalition, the Ohio Commission on Hispanic and 
Latino Affairs, and the Center for Democracy in the Americas.

Ms. Bolter holds a bachelor’s degree in American studies and 
Spanish area studies from Kenyon College, where she focused 
on relations between the United States and Latin America.
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• 4.8 million Venezuelans 
outside their country 

• 83% in Latin America & 
Caribbean

• About 3/4 migrated in 
2018 and 2019 

Costa 
Rica

29,000

Peru
862,000

Colombia
1,631,000

Ecuador
385,000

Argentina
145,000

Chile
371,000

Brazil
253,000

Mexico
72,000

Guyana
17,000

Trinidad and 
Tobago
24,000

Uruguay
14,000

Venezuela



© 2020 Migration Policy Institute

• More than 1.1 million Venezuelans regularized 
through special measures in Colombia, Peru, 
Brazil, Ecuador
– Special Stay Permit (PEP), Colombia: 598,000
– Temporary Stay Permit (PTP), Peru: 420,000
– Temporary residence permit, Brazil: 100,000
– Humanitarian visa, Ecuador: 15,000

Regularization

Sources: Migración Colombia, “Venezolanos en Colombia, corte a 31 de octubre de 2019,” December 
2019; Superintendencia Nacional de Migraciones de Peru, “Actualidad Migratoria,” October 2019; 
Brazilian Federal Police, “Imigração Venezuela/Brasil,” November 2019; El Universo, “Al menos 15% 
de la población venezolana en Ecuador estaría en condición irregular,” January 2020.
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• Legal frameworks provide rights to access 
education, health care

• But these legal frameworks have not had to be 
put into practice on a large scale in the past

 Gaps between rights to access and ability to 
access in practice

Access to Services
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Labor Market Access
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Share of Employed Venezuelan and Native-Born Workers in Informal 
Employment, Selected Countries, 2018–19

Sources: Sources: IOM, Monitoreo de flujo de la población venezolana – Ecuador – Ronda 3 (Quito: IOM, 2019), 8; Luz Adriana Flórez, ed., Reportes del Mercado Laboral, Nº 9
(Bogota: Grupo de Análisis del Mercado Laboral de la Subgerencia de Política Monetaria e Información Económica, Banco de la República, 2019), 14; Paula Urien, “Datos
oficiales. Cuántos venezolanos tienen trabajo en la Argentina,” La Nación, October 2, 2019; IOM and UN CERF, Flow Monitoring of Venezuelan Migration in Peru – DTM – Round 
3 (Lima: IOM and UN CERF, 2019), 7; IOM, DTM – Monitoreo de flujo de población venezolana – Brasil – Ronda 4 (Brasilia: IOM, 2019); Diana Serrano and Evelyn Tapia, “El 
mercado laboral en Ecuador registra más informalidad,” El Comercio, January 17, 2019; El Tiempo, “Informalidad de trabajadores no cede y es de 48,2 %, según Dane,” El 
Tiempo, February 12, 2019; Nicolás Castillo, “INEI: informalidad laboral en el Perú creció a mayor ritmo que el empleo formal,” El Comercio, February 16, 2019; Vitor Abdala, 
“Informalidad no Mercado de trabalho atinge recorde,” Agencia Brasil, September 27, 2019; Martín Dinatele, “Encuesta de la UCA: se agravó la situación laboral en Argentina y el 
49,3% de los trabajadores tiene empleo informal,” Infobae, June 24, 2019. 

https://migration.iom.int/system/tdf/reports/ecuador_fmp%20venezolana_r3.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=6103
http://repositorio.banrep.gov.co/bitstream/handle/20.500.12134/9672/reportes%20del%20mercado%20laboral%20marzo19.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/economia/venezolanos-el-80-refugiados-argentina-tiene-trabajo-nid2293419
https://displacement.iom.int/system/tdf/reports/DTM%20R3%20TUMBES_EN.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=4001
https://migration.iom.int/system/tdf/reports/brazil_mfp%20venezolana_r4.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=6102
https://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/desempleo-mercado-laboral-informalidad.html
https://www.eltiempo.com/economia/cifras-de-la-informalidad-laboral-en-colombia-a-enero-de-2019-326116
https://elcomercio.pe/economia/peru/inei-informalidad-laboral-peru-crecio-mayor-ritmo-formal-noticia-608279-noticia/
http://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/economia/noticia/2019-09/informalidade-no-mercado-de-trabalho-atinge-recorde-diz-ibge
https://www.infobae.com/politica/2019/06/24/encuesta-de-la-uca-se-agravo-la-situacion-laboral-en-argentina-y-el-493-de-los-trabajadores-tiene-empleo-informal/
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New Entry Requirements
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There is no voice Q&A.  To ask a question during the webinar, 
you can:

• Use Q&A chat function on the right of the screen. 

• Write events@migrationpolicy.org.

• Tweet @MigrationPolicy or #MPIdiscuss

Is the Door Closing? Latin American and 
Caribbean Responses to Venezuelan Migration

mailto:events@migrationpolicy.org


Feline Freier

Feline Freier is Professor of Political Science at Universidad del Pacífico
(Peru), where she leads an interdisciplinary research team on the 
socioeconomic integration of  Venezuelan migrants and refugees.  Her 
research focuses on immigration and refugee policies in Latin America; South-
South immigration from countries in Africa,  Asia, and the Caribbean; and the 
Venezuelan displacement crisis. 

She has provided advice to various international organizations such as the 
Naumann Foundation, the International Organization for Migration, and the 
European Union. She represents civil society on an interministerial roundtable 
hosted by the Peruvian Foreign Ministry, and on the regional level, in an 
association of nongovernmental organizations dealing with the Venezuelan 
displacement crisis. 

She holds a Ph.D. in political science from the London School of Economics, 
an M.A. in Latin American Studies from the University of Wisconsin, Madison, 
and a bachelor's degree in economics from Universitaet zu Koeln. 



Closing Doors? The Restrictive Shift in South 
American Responses to Venezuelan Displacement

Feline Freier
Universidad del Pacífico, Lima

Lf.freierd@up.edu.pe



Structure of  Intervention 

• Juxtaposition of  different Trends in the Region
•Explaining Differences in Policy Development 
•Why Legal Status matters 



Juxtaposition of  different Trends 
in the Region



Example: Peru’s Evolving Policy towards Venezuelan Immigration 

Source Figure: BBVA Peru 

lifted



Explaining Differences in Policy 
Development 



Why Legal Status matters 
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There is no voice Q&A.  To ask a question during the webinar, 
you can:

• Use Q&A chat function on the right of the screen. 

• Write events@migrationpolicy.org.

• Tweet @MigrationPolicy or #MPIdiscuss
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Caribbean Responses to Venezuelan Migration

mailto:events@migrationpolicy.org


Juliana Miranda Rocha

Juliana Miranda Rocha is the Coordinator for 
Serviço Jesuíta a Migrantes e Refugiados (SJMR) 
Brasil.  

She is an experienced researcher and has 
worked for a number of civil society 
organizations.  She has also worked as a 
Professor of International Migration at the 
Pontifícia Universidade Católica de Minas Gerais. 

She earned her masters in International Law and 
Legal Studies from the Universidad 
Complutense de Madrid. 



© 2020 Migration Policy Institute

Q&A

There is no voice Q&A.  To ask a question during the webinar, 
you can:

• Use Q&A chat function on the right of the screen. 

• Write events@migrationpolicy.org.

• Tweet @MigrationPolicy or #MPIdiscuss

mailto:events@migrationpolicy.org
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• Audio from today’s webinar will be available at 
www.migrationpolicy.org/events

• Check out the related report :
• An Uneven Welcome: Latin American 

and Caribbean Responses to Venezuelan 
and Nicaraguan Migration

By Andrew Selee and Jessica Bolter
http://bit.ly/2venmig

• Reporters can contact Michelle Mittelstadt at       
+1-202-266-1910; or mmittelstadt@migrationpolicy.org

• For additional information and to receive updates visit 
www.migrationpolicy.org/signup

Is the Door Closing? Latin American and 
Caribbean Responses to Venezuelan Migration

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/events
http://bit.ly/2venmig
mailto:mmittelstadt@migrationpolicy.org
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/signup
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