
The Migration Policy Institute has produced a set of fact sheets providing an overview of key 
characteristics of the foreign-born and English Learner (EL) populations in select states. It 
aims to build understanding of state demographic contexts, how ELs are performing in K-12 
schools, and the basics of state policies for EL education under the federal Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA), enacted in December 2015. The transition to ESSA is ongoing, with 
states slated to update their data reporting systems by December 2018.

These fact sheets first examine the demographics of each state using U.S. Census Bureau 
2016 American Community Survey (ACS) data, and EL students as reported by state 
governments. A discussion of EL student outcomes as measured by standardized tests 
follows, and each fact sheet concludes with a brief overview of state accountability 
mechanisms that affect ELs under ESSA.

See below for links to individual state fact sheets:

� Arizona � Ohio

� Arkansas � Oregon

� California � Tennessee

� Colorado � Texas

� Florida � Utah

� Georgia � Virginia

� Illinois � Washington State

� Kansas

� Massachusetts

� Michigan

� Minnesota

� Nevada

� New Jersey

� New Mexico

� New York State

� North Carolina � Wisconsin

� Maryland

English Learners in Select States 
Demograph i c s , Outcomes , and  S ta te  Accountab i l i t y  Po l i c i e s

By Julie Sugarman and Courtney Geary

For more MPI research on ESSA, visit: 

bit.ly/NCIIP-ESSA
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https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Arizona_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Massachusetts_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Ohio_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Arkansas_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Michigan_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Oregon_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-California_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Minnesota_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Tennessee_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Colorado_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Nevada_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Texas_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Florida_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-NewJersey_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Utah_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Georgia_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-NewMexico_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Virginia_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Illinois_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-NewYorkState_FinalWeb.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-WashingtonState_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Kansas_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-NorthCarolina_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Wisconsin_Final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/EL-factsheet2018-Maryland_Final.pdf
http://bit.ly/NCIIP-ESSA

