
The Migration Policy Institute has produced a set of fact sheets providing a sketch of key 
characteristics of the foreign-born and English Learner (EL) populations in select states. 
The fact sheets are intended to equip community organizations, policymakers, and oth-
ers with an understanding of the state demographic context and some of the basics of EL 
policies under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB, in effect from 2002 through December 
2015) and its successor, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), enacted in December 2015.

The fact sheets look at the demographics of these states, including the entire state popula-
tion using U.S. Census Bureau 2014 American Community Survey (ACS) data, and EL stu-
dents as reported by state governments. A discussion of EL student outcomes as measured 
by standardized tests follows, and each fact sheet concludes with a brief overview of state 
accountability mechanisms that affected ELs under NCLB and relevant provisions of ESSA.

See below for links to individual state fact sheets: 

 � California  � New York State

 � Colorado  � North Carolina

 � Florida  � Tennessee

 � Georgia  � Texas

 � Illinois  � Virginia

 � Massachusetts  � Washington State

 � Minnesota

 

Facts about English Learners and the 
NCLB/ESSA Transition in Select States

By Julie Sugarman and Kevin Lee

For more MPI research on ESSA, visit: 

bit.ly/NCIIP-ESSA

 

March  2017

E
L

 
P

o
P

u
L

a
t

i
o

n
 

F
a

c
t

s

Fac t  Sheet

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/ESSA-FactSheet-CA-FINAL.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/ESSA-FactSheet-NY-FINAL.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/ESSA-FactSheet-CO-FINAL.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/ESSA-FactSheet-NC-FINAL.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/ESSA-FactSheet-FL-FINAL.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/ESSA-FactSheet-TN-FINAL.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/ESSA-FactSheet-GA-FINAL.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/ESSA-FactSheet-TX-FINAL.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/ESSA-FactSheet-IL-FINAL.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/ESSA-FactSheet-VA-FINAL.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/ESSA-FactSheet-MA-FINAL.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/ESSA-FactSheet-WA-FINAL.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/ESSA-FactSheet-MN-FINAL.pdf
http://bit.ly/NCIIP-ESSA

